24                        The Moral Will                    [450-1

(c) Individualism and Universahsm.

The community of human thought and feeling can never
have been ignored so completely as to escape a certain
degree of recognition when the human race is considered
historically. But the origin of this unity and the relation
it involves between the individual and the social will remain
to be explained. There are two possible theories on this
point. According to the first, only the individual will is
truly real; it is thus the original factor, while the social will
is merely a chance agreement brought about partly by ex-
ternal influences and partly by the free decision of individuals.
According to this second theory, the social will is as
fundamental and as real as the wills of individuals; it
determines the individual will more than it is itself deter-
mined thereby. We may term the first theory the individual-
istic, the second the universalistic theory of will.

At the present time individualism is the ruling tendency
in philosophy, in practical life and in the opinions of
political theorists. This has not always been the case,
and we may anticipate that it will not always remain so.
The political sentiment of the ancients was grounded on
the opposite view, which was that expressed in the works
of the greatest political theorists of antiquity, Plato and
Aristotle. Not until we reach the philosophy of the En-
lightenment, which in its broader sense may be said to include
both the empirical and the rationalistic systems of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, does individualism
take on its present form, that of something very like the
incontrovertible religion of public opinion. From Bacon
to Kant, no thinker could escape it Hobbes1 Leviathan
and Rousseau's Contrat Social mark even yet the extreme
limits within which the compass needle of political opinions
fluctuates, and all the wisdom of the moderate Liberalism